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and the way was thus cleared for his re-appointment as
Engineer and Surveyor. This was accordingly done in
September 1752. However, his quarrelsome disposition at
once got him into fresh trouble. An altercation with a
Mr William MacGwire, who accused Plaisted of maligning
him to the Directors, ended in a scuffle during which the
latter received a wound that laid him up for several months.
His assailant was tried, and pleaded guilty; but the court
evidently blamed Plaisted for the fracas, for MacGwire was
only reprimanded and fined; while the Council declared to
the Directors that he had acted under extreme provocation.
After a year's tenure of his post, Plaisted was dispossessed
of it by the arrival of Colonel Scott, whom the Directors had
appointed Engineer-General of all their Indian settlements.
They were not, however, entirely unmindful of Plaisted, for
in January 1754 they sent out instructions that he was to
succeed to the post of Master Attendant at Calcutta on the
next vacancy. This did not occur until November 1755, when
he was duly installed in that office. Three weeks later he was
suspended by the Council for insubordination, his offence
being that he had forwarded to that body two violently
worded memorials for transmission to the Directors, prob-
ably containing complaints of the treatment he had received.
Thereupon he decided to go home once again; and upon his
application a passage was provided for him in the London,
which reached England in November 1756. MacGwire pro-
ceeded to England likewise, in order to defend himself
against Plaisted's charges. This he did with such success that,
in March 1757, he was allowed to return to Bengal. Plaisted,
on the other hand, was refused permission to do the same,
on the ground that he was of so turbulent a temper that it
was inadvisable to grant his request.
Thus defeated, Plaisted occupied himself with the publica-
tion of Ms account of his overland journey, the proceeds of
which may possibly have helped to provide for his immediate
needs. Meanwhile he persevered in his applications to the
Directors, pleading that he had been reduced to poverty in
their service; and in the spring of 1758 they relented ard